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Venison can always be sold at the nearest railway sta-
tion for seven or eight cents per pound for the saddle, —
the only part that they sell, as a rule, for they live on the
rest. A good hunter can kill four or five deer per day,
when game is plenty.

They do not take many black bears now-a-days. The
beavers, too, are nearly all gene, though otters and mink
are quite plenty, and there are a good many fishers,
although the latter are chiefly in the northern part of the
state, on the hunting grounds of the Chippewas. The
Chippewas come down as far south as the Chippewa river,
to hunt. The two tribes do not entrench on each other’s
territory very much, and troubles between them are un-
known, even when they meet on the same hunting ground.
Around Wausau, the Chippewas. Menongonees, Pottawat-
tomies, and Winnebagoes mingle freely and intermarry.

The Winnebagoes enjoy company. They are companion-
able. Their motto is, ‘“The more the merrier,” and they
will sacrifice a good deal for pleasure. The days pass with
them in hunting, gossiping, gambling, and listless loafing.
Some of them are inveterate talkers, and they are often
confirmed practical jokers. Very few of the tribe are quar-
relsome, except when in liquor. There is no social grad-
ing among them; a pure democracy exists; the days of the
chieftancy are over, as the Wisconsin Winnebagoes no
longer entertain tribal relations; and while there is natu-
rally much respect entertained for the descendants of for-
mer chiefs and for those who are by nature leaders, each
Indian boasts himself quite the equal of the best man
among them. The result of this free-and-easy independence
is, that the vicious and the dissolute of either sex are hail-
fellows-well-met in any camp, whatever opinions may be
entertained of them in private, by their companions.

In January, during the hunt, there are numerous formal
feasts. A head man of a family will send out indiscrimi-
nate invitations to all the Winnebagoes in the neighborhood
to come to a free-for-all feast at his lodge. He will then call
upon others of his family to collect venison and bear-meat
for the occasion. This duty generally falls on the nephews,



